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THE 


CHRISTIAN MESSENGER. 
INTRODUCTION. 


COD > ee 


To serve my brethren of the human fam. 
ily, and in that capacity in which | might 
render miself the most useful to them, has 
ever been the desire of my mind, since I 
came to years of understanding. And be- 
ing called to enter upon the Ministry of 
Reconciliation, I deem it expedicnt tomake 
use of every means possible, for the con- 
veyance of information to the purchased 
possession of Christ. To this end 1 pur- 
pose to put incirculation, a series of pam- 
phlets designed for the use and benefit of 
every candid enquirer after truth. And 
this, with a view, to promote religious piety, 
morality and happiness in the world. ‘To 
the end, that the creature might receive, 
possess and enjov the Chritian religicn, with 
all its benefits. And should they prove 
thus beneficial to man, 1 shall deem my 
well rewarded, for all the pains which I ha 

taken in so laborious a work. 

The candid reader is desired to lay aside 
all prejudice, in the perusal of any piece 
that shall make its appearance in this work ; 
‘Until he has fairly examined it ; and then, 
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4 Introductrom: 


to judge with impartiality, concerning the 
truth or falsity of the matter. lam _ sensi- 
ble that in the minds of some, the very 
name of a different order from theirs ; 1s al- 
most an iusurmountable barrier, against 
their either reading, or hearing any thing 
that may be advanced beyond their com- 
mon track of thinking, though ever so well 
founded on Scripture and reason. Behold, 
how destructive a thing, then is prejudice, 
to the improvement of the human mind. 
Let it then be forever expeled, and buried in 
the gulph of oblivion. 

How much to be lamented a thing, itis, 
kind reader, that one boastingly says, 1 am 
of Paul, another of Apollos ; for while these 
things remain, there will be bitter envyings 
and strife among the professed followers of 
the Lamb; which tends greatly to the dis- 
honour of that cause, eachone so zealously 
espouses. Let all party names than be for- 
ever done away, that the name Christian 
may alone remain, by which to Gistinguish 
the disciples of Christ, who first received 
this name at Antioch. 

The Author of this work, will reserve to 
himself the privilege, of publishing from 
time to time, any such piece as shali be 


thought beneficial to his readers, in eithe> 
prose or verse. 
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THE HISTORY 


OF A 


RELIGIOUS TRACT, 


AS IF RELATED BY ITSELF. 
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I} BELONG to a numerous family, ‘whose 
pedigree may be traced back for at least four 
or five centuries. 

The primitive atoms of my frame were 
formed into lettersby the skill of the Found- 
er—these letters were combined into ‘syl- 
lables by the ingenuity of the Compositor, 
und then, by the powerful arm of the Press- 
man, 1 received my present form, and was 
ushered into the world with the honorable 
title lL now bear. As ‘‘Life contains a 
thousand springs, and dies if one be gone,”’ 
so the loss or misplacing of a word sadly 
disorders me, and the factionofa page is 
death. 

Very soon after 1 had been examined and 
folded into the form of a book, 1 was ex- 
posed to sale with as little remorse as if an 
ox ora Negro. Here 1 was purchased, with 
about 50 of my brethren, by a young man, 


who immediately crammed us Into his pock- 


et. till the next morning, when we were'dis- 
tributed amongst hisneighbors. It was mv 
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6 THE HISTORY 


lot to fall into the hands ofa lad who, being 
fond of reading, cheerfully carried me home 
to his parents. His father heard me read 
with great coolness, while he smoaked his 
pipe, and when he knocked the ashes out 
svould have burnt me to rekindle a fresh pipe, 
had not the mother interfered, and rescued 
me. 1 now lay securely in her pocket till 
next morning, when she took an opportuni- 
ty of fixing her spectacles on hernose, and 
very attentively perused me, and was much 
affected with some things that 1 related. 
Poor woman, she was in some domestic 
trouble, and she found her only consolation 
in religion ; and.as she could read, but was 
unprovaded with books, a small tract, or the 
leaf of a Bible or Hymn-Book, was as valu- 
able to her as a curious manuscript to an 
Antiquarian. While, however, 1 lay in 
her window, and some domestic duty call- 
ed her to another part ofthe room, a sudden 
cust of wind carried me out of the window 
into the high road, where 1 was picked up 
by ataveller at the corner of a tavern, who 
Was just setting out upon a journey. _ 

I was now introduced into the company 
of his fellow travellers by my new master, 
and was favoured with the criticism of the 
several passengers. One called me a hyp- 
ocrite, another laughed, but the young man 
who read me appeared seriously affected ; 
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OF A TRACT. 


* 





and an old Quaker gentleman , who was in 
the corner, said, “Friend, thy Tract con- 
tains very good advice.” At mght 1 was 
taken to the tavern, and after supper my 
new master gave me a second perusal, and 
fetched a heavy sigh. It seems he had been 
religiously educated, but having been led 
by his line of business into gay company, 
his religious habits were nearly worn off, for 
which his conscience now reproached him, 
and he was compelled to say his prayers with 
seeming earnestness before he went to sleep. 
In the morning, however, whether from 
neglect, or from the hope of my benefiting 
some other person, he left me on the table, 
where I was found by the young Woman 
when she came to sweep the room. Atfirst 
she thought she had found a prize, as she 
supposed I contained some diverting Story. 
When she had read however, a page or two, 
she threw me down, and _ said to herself 
‘“This is just what my mother (poor soul) 
used to preach to me ! but if I read on I shall 
be melancholly ;’’—and so saying she threw 
me down, and went singing to her work. 
I was therefore left upon the table. 

The next night the same chamber was 
occupied by a Squire. ‘‘Ho !” ‘said he 
‘‘what have we got here ?”? So he read @ 
few lines, and then threw me contemtti- 
ously onthe floor,—‘‘Alas !”? thought 7, 
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8 THE HISTORY 


‘iy hata pity isit that men, who glory in be. 
ing rational creatures, should be afraid to 
think ! Neither»the servant maid in the 
morning, nor the Squire at night, dare ven- 
tureto think lest they should be melancholy, 
Do not these persons know that they must 
die? and would they wish to plunge into 
eternity without thought ?’’ It was this 
word ETERNITY, that so frightened my last 
reader. ‘Lhe word, however, followed him, 
and he repeated it several times in_ his 
dreams. Inthe morning he picked me up 
again, and read till he came to the same 
word Eternity he dared not proceed any 
further ; for pleasure-seekers are the most 
unhappy beings upon earth. I was left 
there ull the Squire sent up the wanter for 
his great coat, when the latter picked me up 
and put me in his pocket. 

1 was now introduced among the servants, 
and handed from one to another as a sort of 
curiosity—for none of them had seena Reli- 
rious lract before—till at length | came in- 
to the hands of.a stage-driver, who was 
just setting off with passengers. While he 
stopt-at the inn-to change horses, he found 
an oppertunity to glance at. me, ‘OQ !” 
said he, ** havewb incdleed gota soul that must 
be saved or lost 2 Well, remember hear- 
ing so from my mother when was.a child, 
but we have no time to think of it in our line, 
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OF A TRACT. 9 


“we must drive through thick and thin 
without inquiring whither we are going. 
We have no Sunday—no going to church 
—no time to read, or to pray, or to think 
—mercy on us !”? Sosaying, he meant to 
thrust me again into his pocket till another 
opportunity, but by mistake he dropt me, 
ran to his stage, mounted his horse,smack’d 
his whip, and away he went. 

I was picked up by a waiter, and being 
pretty well worn out, was taken for waste 
paper only, being intended, to light a candle, 
or pipe, as occasion called. 

Being now arrived at my last stage of be- 
ing, 1t becomes me to ask, before my final 
dissolution, Whether I have answered the 
end of my existence, and it may not be a 
miss for my reader to do the s*me. 

It is impossible for so short-sighted a cree: 


ture as lam to say what goodI may have 
occasioned, but I may judge of probabilities, | 


It is possible that even the Cumpositor 
who first framed me, and_ the Pfinter, ‘or 
some of his workmen, may have yet some 
rcollecgion of me—and when tempted to 
rofaness, or intemperance, some word fas- 
ttned on the memory, may check the career 
{ their impiety. In the family among 
hom I first sojourned, it is well ifany re- 
hember me, exceptthe poor woman, who 
vould regret my loss, and perhaps often, 
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Of A DESCRIPTION 


when oppressed with family afflictions, or 
persecuted by her stoteal husband, she will 
recollect with pleasure some consolations 
which | suggested.—The passenger who 
introduced me into the stage may find me a 
check upon his conduct, and a monitor to his 
conscience. Even the thoughtless young 
woman and the noisy *Squire may not for- 
set meso soonas they might wish: ‘The 
Stage-man I am persuaded willthink again on 
me, and perhaps my present possessor will yet 
derive some advantage from me 

Gentle reader ! say to thyself, What good 
have I received from this Narrative, and 
what useful hints shall I derive from it ? I 
will go, and as my circumstances permit, be 
active in distributmg Religious ‘Tracts, and 
pray for a blessing to attend them. 





4 DESCRIPTION. OF BABYLON. 


Baxsyton, the seat of the Assyrian mon- 
arch, had been founded by Semiramis, but 
Nebuchadnezzar had ‘given it its pricipal 
beauties. This conqueror, after jong and 
dificult wars, finding himself in perfect 
tranquility, applied his thoughts to make 
his Capital one of the wonders of the world. 
It was situated in a vast plain, watered by 
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OF BABYLON. rt 


the Euphrates ; the canals cut from this 


; river made the fruitfulness of the, soil so 

‘i great, that it yielded the king as much as ‘the 
halfofhis empire. ‘The walls of the eity. were t 
‘ huilt of. large brick, cemented together bv | 
. bitumen, ora slime arising out of the earch, 

, which in time became harder than marble ; 

My theywere fiftycubits thick,two hundred high, 

4 and formed a perfect square twenty leagues i! 
- in compass; an hundred and fifty towers, 
at raised at certain distances upon these inac- 

é cessible walls, commanded all the country : 
dl round ab ut; an hundred gates of brass, , 
id regularly disposed, opened to an innumera- 

1 ble multitude of people o! all nations ; fifty : 
is great streets transvcrsed the city from side to 
rr side, and by crossing each. other formed a- 


bove six hundred large divisions, in. which 
were staiely palaces, delightful gardens and 
magnificent squares. ‘The Euphrates flow. 
ed through the middle of Babylon, and over 
Ve that river was abridge built with surprising 
art; atits twoex‘remities were two palaces. 
The old one to the east, the new one to the 


yn- 
ut west ; near the old palace was the temple of 
yal B B2-us; from the center of this building rose 


nd & & pyramid six hundred fect high; and was 
composed of eight towers one above another ; 
ke — ‘rom the top of this pyramid the Babyloni- 
1d. § “ns observed the motions of the stars, which 
by | Was their favourite study, and by which they 
‘became famous in other nations. At the oth 
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12 MORAL 


erend of the bridge stood the new palace, 
which was cight miles in circuit; its f.mous 

anging gardens which were so many large 
teraces one above another, rose hike an am. 
phith»atre to the height of the city walls ; the 
whole was supported by divers arches built 
upon other arches, all covered with broad 
stones strongly cemented, and over them 
was, first a layer of reed mixed with bitu- 
men, then two rows of bricks, and over 
these thick sheets of lead, which made _ the 
whole impenetrable to rain or any moisture : 
the mould which covered all was of that 
depth, as to have room enough for the great- 
est trees to take root in it. In these gardens 
were large walks, which ran as far as the eye 
could reach ; bowers, green plats and flow- 
ers of a!l kinds ; canals, basons and aque- 
ducts to water and adorn this place of de- 
lights ; a most surprising collection of all 
the beauties of nature and art. 





MORAL REFLECTIONS. 


The height of all philosophy, both natur- 
al and moral, is to know thyself; and the 
end of this knowledge is to know God. 

That man enjoys a heaven upon earth, 
whose mind moves in charity, rests in prov- 
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REFLECTIONS. 13 


idence, and turns upon the poles of truth - 
and wisdom. 

Of all felicities, how charming is that of a 
firm and gentle friendship. It sweetens our 
cares, softens our sorrows anc assists us Im 
extremities: It is a sovercign antidote a- 
gainst calamities. 

The deepest waters are the most silent ; 
emty vessels make the greatest sound, and 
tinkling cymbals the worst music. They 
wibo think least commonly talk most. ~ 

He that talks all he knows, will talk more 
than he knows. Great talkers discharge 
too thick to take always true aim. 

He who secks for reputation, let him seek 
for that which merit bestows. 

Pleasures, while they flatter a man, sting 
him to death. 

It is better, said Antisthenes, to fall 
among crows, than flatterers; for those on- 
ly devour the dead these the living. 

While the drunkard swallows wine, wine 
swallows him: wisdom forsdkes him. vir- 
tue declines him, and folly eats him up. 

A wise man will dispose of time past to 
observation and reflection ; time present to 
duty ; and time to come, to Providence. 

No body giving attention to Diogeness, 
while he discoursed of virtue’ he fell a sing- 
ing ; and every one crowding to hear him, 
Great Gods ! said he, how much more is 
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14 PROFESSION OF FAITH. 


folly admitted, than wisdom. A good con. 
science seats the mind ona rici throne 
of lasting quiet, but horror waits upon a 
guilty soul. 





——_ 


PROFESSION OF FAITH. 


1 shall begin my description, of the vari- 
ous opinions in Ghristendom; by giving those 
of the gencrat Convention of Universalists in 


New Lngland :—The following is the sum. 


1. We believe’ that the Holy Scriptures 
ofthe old and new ‘Testaments, contain a 
revelation of the character of God; and of 
the duty, interest and final destination of 
mankind. | , 


2. We believe, that there is one God, 
whose nature is love; revealed inone Lord 
Jesus Christ, by one Holy Spirit of crace ; 
who will finally restore the whole family of 
mankind to holiness and happiness. 


S. We believe, that holiness and true hap- 
piness, are inseparably connected ; and that 
believers ought to be careful to maintain or- 
der, and practice good works; for these 
things are good, and profitable unto men. 





































NOTES &c. 15 


fi NOTES ON THE PARABLES OF 
THE NEW TESTAMENT. 





St. Marr. 3. 10. And now alfo the axe is laid unto 
the root of the trees ; ; therefore every tree which bringeth 


not forth good fruit is hewn down, and caft into the fire. 


"THE forerunner of Jefus was here giving that inftruc- 
tion to the people which was neceflary for them 

to receive, in order that they might be prepared to re- 
ceive the more mighty than himfelf. He fhewed them 
the futility of depending on their being defcendants 
from Abraham as to their being accepted in that dif, 

enfation which was immediately to be introduced. 

Although that circumftance was of confequence to 


them in refpeét to that fhadowy difpenfation which was , 


waxing old and ready to vanifh away, it could not ferve 


them as an induction into that by which all things were. 


to be made new ; by which the fhadows of the law were 
to flee away, and Jew and Gentile, as of twain, made 
one new man. | 

Fruits meet for repentance are therefore required ; for 
as they ftood in their law character, they were a gene- 
ration of vipers, as is every child of Adam in the earthly 
charaéter. Audas thofe Pharifees were ever defirous of 
performing fomething whereby God might accept them 
and delight in them, it was proper for them to be in- 
formed, that good works or fruite alone would receive 
approbation, of which they in the chara@er of vipers, 
were deftitute. 

“ And now alfo the axe islaid unto the root of the 
trees-’’ Note, the axe is an inftrument by which the 
tree is fevered from its roots, which, in the Parable, fig- 
nifies the executive power of the law ; the trees every 
individual of mankind ; the root (not roots) that one 
Adamic nature from which we all fprang. ‘Therefore 
every tree which bringeth not forth good fruit is hemm» 
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26 NOTES on 


down, and caftinto the fire.”” Has any one, in or by 
the carnal mind, brought forth good fruit ? Is there any 
{piriiual life in Adam the firft nature? It was faid to 
him ‘ Inthe day thou cat ft therecf, thou thalt furely 
die”? It we fprang froma fpiritually dead root, can 
we poflefs any {piritual life derived from that root ? If 
we have no fviritual life, can we bring forth the fruits of 
righteoufnefs ? If not, the axe miuft do its office; the 
trees muft be hewn down, that ts, fevered from the old 
root, cut off from the Adamic nature; for in that na- 
ture we can never partake of the tree of life, for behold 
God placed cherubims and a flaming fword in the eaf, 
the place of /ipht, that we, in that nature, cannot ape 
proach the tree of life. It is, therefore, fhewed unto us, 
in the pricfthood ot the law, that neither the High , 
Priefts themfelves, nor the people in their reprefentatives, 
could enter the holy place unti! they were flain in the 
outer court, which was done by proxy, in thofe facri- 
fices which were offered for the priefts and the people. 
The trees when hewn down, mutt be caft into the firc ; 
that being confumed, in refpe& to the carnal or old man, 
there might no part of that life appear which was derte 
ved from Adam the firft. 

Further, fee the nature of this fire, as defcibed by 
Malachi 3. 2, 3. where Chrift is reprefented by a_ refi- 
ner’s fire, and by a fuller’s foap ; whereby the fons of 
Levi were to be purified, that their offering might be in 
rightecufnefs And that we are right inrefpe& to this 
fire, is made fufficiently evident by the words of Jobn in 
that he faith, {peaking of Chrift, “He fhall baptize you 
with the Hily Ghoft and with fire, fpeaking to the 
Pharifees, whom he called a generation of vipers ; and 
hérein he noted the difference between his own baptifm 
and that which Chrift would adminifter. John "tne 
not fay that Chrift would baptize them with the Moly 
Ghoft and fire if they would wi/tingly confent to li mine 
istry ; but aferted, faying, “the /ball baptize you with the 
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Holy Ghoft and with fire.” We then obferve, that the 
fire, into which the trees are calt when hewn down, is 
the fame with which he baptizes ; and that is what al- 
ways accompanies the Holy Ghoft. He, who has hap- 
pily experienced the work of grace in takiug him from 
the wild olive tree and grafting him into Carift, knows 
well that the Lord contended with him by fre. 


VERSE [2. 


“Whofe fin is in his hand, and he will thoroughly purge 
his floor and gather his wheat into the garner: but d¢ 
iil buraup.the chaff with unquenchible fre.’? 


The main central idea contained in this verfe, and that 
which we underftand thereby, is e:.fy and familiar to our 
fenfes, and fignifiesa change froma ttate of mature. 
While wheat is growing in the field, it is encompafled 
with chaff ; this is its natural fate, which thews the na- 
tural ftate of man, in which he is encompaficd with the 
imperfe€tions of Adam the firft, who was made fubje& 
to vanity. When the wheat is brought into the floor, 
it is for che purpofe of taking its /us/ance from its tlate 
of nature, that it may be the better prepared for accepr- 
able ule ; by which weare taught that circumftance in- 
to which Gop will bring the creature. . For, as I have. 
before reprefented the creature by the tree cut off from 
its root,.fo now we see him reprefented by: wheat rept: 
down, or cut off from the ftock on which it grew in 
thefeld, and lying onthe floor, Here paufe, and open 
your bible to Micah iv. «1, £2, 13. and learn the in. 
téntion of the Lord in bringing the enemies of Zion in- 
to his flior as fheayes. Uhe Danghter of Zion is com: 
manded to arife and thrath ; for which purpofe, Gop: 
promifes to make her horn iron and her hoofs brafs, 
that thereby many people might be deaten to pieces, but 
thetr gain was to be confecrated unto the Lorp, and their 
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18 NOTES ow 


Jubjfance wate the Lorn of the whole earth :Soas wheat 
is the {ybit@iniee of the growth, it is to be gathered into 
the garner ofChrift, which is the church, or covenant 
reorefented Dy Sarah, or Jerufalem which is above, 
which is the mother of us all. “But he fhall burn up 
the cleif with unquenchable fire.’ We cannot con- 
ceive of Mere than one unquenchable fire, and that one 
is (God, asit is written, our God ts a confumin ig fire ; it 
cannot be fappo'ed that this fire 1s quen wchable, vars 
can we with propriety fuppofe another unquenchable 


fire, ag we would be fuppofing another nature equal to 
Coa bys Ina’ ' ale. 


Tihite tre iscften alluded to in fcripture, bat Tfaiah 


XxXxiu. 14. i fofficient with the other nints already given : 
there the’quettion ts afked, **Who among us fhell dwell 
with Gevouring fire? Whoamong us fhall dwell with 
” And inthe 15th verfe the quef- 
tio Is omiwered 4 ‘He that walketh righteoufly.”’ &e. 
Hy wWiieh we learn, that unholinefs cannot abide this 
fire. mor the wicked in the character of finfulnefs. but 
pump ama Dolinefs ; and men, in that chara&er may 
deel evel on high, and their place of defence be the 
mieten of rocks, to whom bread fhall be given, and 
waters be fure. 
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CHAP. v. Verfe 13. 


is 


{sUGr,» Gh sa agp tl at be f: ted ? tt ts thenceforth 
good for wating, bu to be caft out, and to be trodden un- 
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/ 
: “=3 o- 


9 

As phe thown in notes on another parable in this 
chapter, Cin? repreferted the opperation of the Holy 
Spirit by tie wader the fimilitude of falt.. So in this 
Parable We Yeeeks of his difcrples as anfwering the feme 
purpofe%@ the earth, by which we underftand mankind 


oo 


at largepas@ie fire or divine falt did to them. 
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rHe PARABLES. 


2d. Ke fhows how upprofivable they would be in 
their holy calling, thould they depart fromiuhe fpirit of 
that fire by whick he wou'd bapt'ze them, by the worth- 
leffnefs of falt when it had loft its favor. 

3d. That inftead of their having pow er Over their 
adverfaries, and wifdom to filence gaini fevers ; ; they 
would themtelves be overcome by them, is meant by 
falt being cait out, aud trodden sailed foot of men. 


VERSES 14, 15. 


“Ye are the light of the world. A city that is fet on @ ili 
cannot be hid. Neither do men light a candié, and pe 
it ander a bufbel, but on a candlefiick ; 3 andié giveth lig 
unto all that are in the b voufe.”” 


Tt muft firft be remembered that Chri himfelf is the 


true light which lighteth every man that cometh into the 


world, fee St. Johni. g. ; but when Chrift had com, 


municated the light of SRY to his difciples, they, afte 
ing in that light and walking by it, would be to oth ers 
as Chrift had been to them ; fee Sr. John xvil. 8. “oF oF 


I have given unto them the words which thou gaveft. 


me i aod they have received them.” Verfe 1% sf ‘ts Be 
thou hatt fent me into the world, even fo have Lalo fent 
them into the world.’ The apoftles were appointed fo 
mainifef? the gofpel to all nations, and whatfoever maxetlh 
mauifeit is light ; therefore, Chrift declared his dihejgie; 
to be thelight ofthe world, “A city fet on a hile ei 

not be hid.” The order, regularity and harmony, & 
ought to be obferved among the difciples of CHAI Me; - 
fignifed by acity. And that they vane carefull? to 
exhibit al! the virtues and graces of the gofpel as ee. 

{fpicuoufly as poffible, is meant by a city being fet Gy a 

hill fo that it could not be hid. “ Neither a men et: 


so 


a candle aad putit ander a bull el ; but on a eandleiire: 
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and it giveth light unto all that are in the houfe.*”? The 


difciples being lit by that true light which will finally 


light every man that cometh iotu the world, is meant b 
candles being lit, and that Chrift had lit them for the 
purpole of their giviug light to others ; and that they 
ought net to fecrete that light from the world, is figni- 
fied by a candle when lit being placed on a candleftick 
to give _ to all. 

Let all profeffors of chriftianity, and efpecially thofe 
who are called tothe glorious work of the miniftry, re- 
member we!l the application of the Parable Let 
your light {> thine before men, that.they bebolding your 
good works may glorify your father which is in heaven.” 


VERSES 29, 30. 
“And if thy right eye offend thee. (or caufe thee to offend, 


which p:rhaps is more jolt) pluck st out, aud caft it from 
thee ; for it is p ofttable for thee that one of thy members 


fhould per:fo and not that thy whole vody fhould be caft into 


hell. And if thy ri, bi b» al offend thee. {or caufe thee to 
ottend ) cut it off and caft st from thee: for itis profitable 
for thee tht one of thy members foould perife, and not that 


thy whole body Jfoould be caft into bell ” 


It as evident that Chriit ipake thefe words by way of 
parable ; for, literatly {peaking, the lofs of an eye ora 
hand w.uld make no difference with a man in a moral or 
a religious feofe. 

Some have underftood, that by a right eye, or by 2 
right hand, was meant thofe particular fins to which 
men were moft prone or viclently atrached. Others fupe 
p fe, t at particular friends aad connexions in life, who, 
being uniriendly to the religion of Chrift, might Jead us 
3\rav, or caufe us to « ffnd againft the glorious canfe of 
tle Receemer, were to be underftood by right eye or 
bh mi; and as there is nothing in either explanation that 
canjimmediatcly tend to any grofs corruptiva, I need not 
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be very particular on this part ofthe fubje@; though 
perhaps the latter explanation would better comport 

with the like paflage in St. Mark, where the perion is 

reprefented as maimed in confequence of parting with 2 

hand, as parting with our friends caufes the feeling of 
maimednefs more than the parting with our fine does, 

Perhaps we fhould do well to decide in favor of the 

latter explanation. 

We pafs to take notic of the Ae// noted ia the text. 
The word hell is, undoubtedly, varioufly ufed in {crip- 
ture, but always meaas mifery and trouble when ufed ir 
| amoral fenfe, in which fenfe it is evidently ufed in the 
above paflage. David in the 18th Pfalm sth verfe faye. 
the forrows of bel! compafled me about. Pfalm Ixxxvi. 
13 “* Chou hatt delivered my foul from the lowe? bell.” 
It we confider David here {peaking of himfelf, it brings 
to miad that awful iniquity of which he was guilty, and 
| the crime for which he condemned himfelf before Na- 
than the prophet. And what quill cao defcribe the an- 
guifh of a foullying under the guilt of a crimé of as 
crinfon a die as any recorded in fcripture? No wonder 
David fpake fo highly of the goodnefs of the Lord in 
granting him e gracious remifiion of his fins, and a re- 
leale from the bondage of iniquity and hell of guilt. 
Bat if we underftand thofe words of David in a ftill fur- 
ther light, and apply them to Chrift, we find him to be 
“a mac of forrow and acquainted with grief ;” and it 
would be ftill more difficult to defcribe the forrows of 
his heart, when his foul was made an offring for fin The 
dreadful perplexities into which fin fu often brings us 
would feem a fufficient inducement to raife an everlafting 
hatred in our miads agaioft it ; but perhaps we are nev- 
er brought to hate fin as we ought to. until we have 
fome knowledze of itsatonement by Chrift But he, 
who bore opr fins in his owa body on the tree, knew 
perfeGtly well the confequence of fin, and therefore was 
able to give proper warnings and admonitions againft it ; 


° 








ote + ri 


a cela rt 


Ma 


a 
be 


<n StS gO 


22) NOTES, &e. 


and as we lack wiidom in almoft all things, it would be 
happy for us to attend to thofe divine monitions given by 
the great lover of fouls. Bui it is with moft of men as 
with the child, they dread not the fre until they feel its 
angu'th giving power. 

But before we difmifs this Parable, we will take notice 
of its correfponding pafflage in St. Mark ; more partic- 
ularly of that fire of which it is faid it fhal! never go out. 
This fireis the fame, no doubt. of that defcribed in notes 
on former Parables; perhaps the fame fire :a alluded to 
in Deuteronomy xxxii. 22. “Forafre is kindled in 
mine anger and fhali durn unto the lowe/? hell, &c. Here 
obferve, this fire was to burn unto the loweft bell, which 
teaches us that fublime truth of the agency of the Divine 
Spirit in reproving the world of fin, aad cleanfing it from 
all iniquity by the blood of the crofs. And that we are 
right refpe@ing this fire, the conclufion will fuily evince. 
Oblerve Mark ix. 49. “For every one fhall be falted with 
fire, and every facrifice fhall be falted with falt. Remem- 
ber that we are exhorted to offer our bodies a living fac- 
tice to God which is our reafcenable fervice ; but this 
cannot be done until we are falted with fire. Aatn, in 
verfe so. Chrift fays, ‘Salt is good; but ifthe falt have 
loft its faltnefs wherewith will you feafon it 2? that is, 
the faerifice. But we are not to fuppofe that this di- 
vine fire ean change gn itfelf, but that 1t may be quenched 
in us ; and therefore we are exhorted not to quench the 
fpirit. Aad Chrift clofes, by exhorting his difciples to 
have falt in themfelves, (which falt is that fire which 
can never be quenched,) and to have peace one with an- 
other. Here, undoubtedly, we fee the end of the holy 
fire on the alter of facrifice ufed in the pricithood of the 
law. 
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OBSERVATIONS, &c. 
‘OBSERVATIONS ON AN ASSERTION. 


Not long fince, I heared a difcourfe delivered by .a 
certain Gentleman, who obferved, that he knew of no 
promife, from beginning to end of the bible, made to , 
the wicked, but endlefs mifery. I would wifhto afk 
the Gentleman, to whonrthe promifes of life and fa!va- 
tion were made, if they were not made to the wicked; 
his anfwer (to be confitent with himfelf) muit be, to the 
righteous. It would feem then, that when'Chrift came 
into the world to fulfil the promifes, which his Father 
had made to the righteous + s that he miftook himfelf, and 
fought the falvation of the wicked, which perhaps he 
would not have done, had he councilcd the ancient Phar- 
ilees 5 for I*prefume they could have told him at once, 
that Chrift was only promifed to the righteous, and that 
finners had no part nor lot in this matter. How contra- 
ry to their views, and. alfo to fome in this day, were 


the words of Chrifi, when he faid, that he came not to . 
| call tHe righteous, but finners to repentance; and alfo, 
> that he came to feek and to fave that which was left. 


On this affertion I have only to obferve, that it car- 
ries with it its own refutation ; becaufe the word end- 
ita i is notapplied to punifhment, mifery or death %} the 
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mek but contrarywife, to life, Heb. 7.16. Neither 
» 9@ has it a fubftitire applied» to puaifhment, that ts une- 
‘ eine ; whereas to life, it has: there isthe word im- 
mortal, incorruptable, &c. Alfo, there is a dff-reuge 
between a prothife and a threatening. The very idea of 


a promife, is that of a benefit to be conferred. But he 
sreat benefit, endlefs mifery fhould be to any one ; that 
fhould entitle the beftowment of it to even the thadow 6éf 
a promife, is more than I can tell. A threatening is a 
denunciation of evil. 

To fay allin one word; all ‘God's promifes to the 
world may be f{ummed up in the gift of his Son. And 
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who (befides this Gentleman} will nina that -@hrit, 
was not promifed to thofe he was fent tofave, or that 
thofe he was fent to fave, were not. wicked ¥ 


THE HOLY BIBLE. 


1. Behold the eternal plan of God, 
Written by his command ; 
Lies open here before the world, 
Read ye and understand. 

2. Incharacters more fair than Gold, 
And brighter than the Sun ; 
Eternal truth most brilliemt shines, 
And marks each scene to come. 

3. How great the treasuressvast the gift, 
Bestow’d on mortal man : 
Langauge would fail to paint its ‘worth, 
Or half its beauties scan. 

4. The way to heavenly hilis of light, 
Is here most clearly shown ; 

And every duty of the man, 
Most sole mnly made known. 

5. Herein has God reveal'd himself ; 
Through Christ his only Son ; 
Who by the spirit of his Grace, 
Makes countless millions one, 

6. Aguide a judge and counsellor, 
Is this celestialbook. 
By it inte the coming world, 

With joyful eyes. we look. 
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